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On March 8, the New York-based human rights group Americas Watch issued a report stating that
since April 1990, when UN-mediated peace talks between the government and the Farabundo Marti
National Liberation Front (FMLN) commenced, the human rights climate has changed. Human
rights abuses disappearances, death squad killings, and other crimes attributed to both government
troops and the rebels declined in the second half of 1990 compared to the January-June period.
The report emphasized, however, that in 1991 violations appear to be on the upswing once again.
Americas Watch cited as examples the massacre of civilians in El Zapote, the destruction of Diario
Latino facilities, the bombing of the Democratic Convergence coalition headquarters in Usulutan,
the murder of a Nationalist Democratic Union (UDN) candidate in the March 10 elections, and
the killings of two US military advisers. Americas Watch said that soldiers and rebels continue to
commit abuses, despite pledges to "humanize" the war. The military-controlled civil defense units
were accused of continual involvement in assassination, theft, assault, rape and other abuses of
authority. The reported noted a "shocking" number of proven cases of execution of prisoners of war
by both sides. Americas Watch concludes that the human rights situation in El Salvador will remain
precarious until military impunity and war are ended. The government and the army curb abuses
only the US cuts or threatens to suspend economic or military aid. The report notes that the judicial
system is incapable of handing out justice even in cases which have claimed international attention,
such as the 1989 massacre of six Jesuit priests. The report states that the armed forces news agency
(COPREFA) is not a reliable source, since it continuously disperses disinformation. The army's
human rights office, limited to monitoring rebel offenses, was described as a propaganda tool. Next,
Americas Watch noted the participation of "an impressively broad range of political parties" in the
March 10 elections, but expressed concern over pre-election violence. The report cited the murder of
at least three candidates or party activists, and the destruction of Diario Latino. Americas Watch said
there the level of violence surrounding this year's election campaign has been greater than during
the 1989 presidential election period. (Basic data from AFP, EFE, AP, 03/08/91)
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